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58 for the Cape, 55 for the Transvaal, 18 for the Chapter
Orange Free State, and 17 for Natal.                            __1
The Union Act of 1931 introduces for the first time
the demand that the vote shall be confined to Union
Nationals, thus imitating the Irish Free State rule
assigning it only to citizens. The Free State has 153
seats, divided over 30 constituencies of from three to
nine members. It is governed by the principle of one
member for not less than 20,000 voters, and redistribu-
tion is to take place at ten-year intervals.
Membership is normally permissible to any elector,
but it is usual to disqualify persons holding contracts
from the government, save as members of limited
companies, and all kinds of civil servants as opposed
to ministers. Various other grounds exist from place to
place; conviction for crime is often a bar, and seats are
vacated by bankruptcy, absence without leave, loss of
nationality, conviction for crime, or for corrupt prac-
tices, etc. Naturalised persons sometimes need to have
been resident for two years at least. The Union requires
that members of the Parliament should be European
British subjects of five years' residence, thus negating
the old right of natives or coloured persons to be elected
in the Cape. Newfoundland demands a small property
qualification. Judges and members of the defence forces
on full pay, and, in the Irish Free State, of the police, are
ineligible. Resignation is always permitted, at least if
the member's conduct is not under Parliamentary in-
vestigation. In Canada the Dominion and the provinces
exclude members of the provincial or federal legis-
latures from election to the other, and in the Common-
wealth there is a like exclusion between States and
Commonwealth.